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Meet ing.  (Cost $g.SO) at
Knox Avenue South

Regul ar 6:  P.  M. Monthly Di  nner
UTHERAN CHURCH, 50th Street at

)  S 1 i  des of  Members ,  I  97g Gardens .
)  seed Propagat ion under Lights and In cor d Frames
YOUR RESERVATION CARD BACK PROMPTLY

For I t 's
MOUNT OLIVET L

(r(z
GET

Mi n i  Program:

*****
REPORT 0N THt MEETTNG JUST pAST (March)

what a display greeted us as we arr ived! A long table croh,ded with,most ly potted, orchids,  pr i rnutJs,  ln; ;J.ugonr,  d inerar ias,  sweet peaspt"oduced ' in the'hone g!^eenhous.. 'o i . r l ! r "n iar^ ' l !on,  cr 'u.k_K!ng, Fr^ed Glasoe,Dick Lehmani and'J9rr !  shannon. In addi t ion a potted prant,  e i ther acalceo' lar ia '  or '  a.  c inei^ar ia,  suppl  ied by gachmJni-g" i . .a each dining tab1e.I t 's  a shame'our shut- ins (ei i i 'coi . i l i ,  broken hip;  paur Denn, autoaccident;  car l  Johnson, kngg replacemeni;  Mf ' r t  r r rof i is ,  h ip replacement;char lev proctor,  broken anI i . ) - ; ; ; i ; ; ; i  t ,uu.  se.n-; ; ;  enjoyed this promiseof spr ing.
Archie Caple did double duty.  He sold dinner t ickets,  checked the reser-vat ion l is t ,  presiggar pr€sented a BoJrd recommenai i ion and h,as the mini-program speaker.  The recommendat ion wal_!o.qpp; i ; t  (onryl  - t*r-r .*u." ,  

asconvent ion de' tegates and to give eaCr,  $ joo ( ih. ;ovan;; i  t .* ; ; ; ; ; ; ; r t ra_t ion fee and exfenses. There were a numbe" 'o i  ; ; ; ; ; ion,  r  F€ interpreta-t ion'and concerns' ;  f rom'the f ' loor.  -Fi ; ; l ]y ,  
a mot ion to cont inue thepresent procedure prevai  led.  UnfortrnJi . jV,  tn.- i " I r .nt  procedure isappoi  nt  deleqates as an af ter thou9hi ;  ; ;ke- no a;r ; i  t * .nt  to them; and,gi  ve them $25, i  f  anyir ' i  ng,  ut  som6 i r tur .  date -" 'enf ,  t ro rnem; i

The program started with s l ides of  members \g7q gardens by chet Groger.Fol lowinq came q descr ipt !o1-of  i l re Mi i i . . .Garden.r-program (requirements,
!1aining. of fered, 

- i ; tpqf , i i i i l  
i t i ; i - in. i r rea) by Archie cap1e. Archie wasone of  the 76 chosen, '  f  rom .130 qppt i l i i i t ,  io -be i  ncl  uded i  n the program.The major ta lk was Robert  t '1ugur- i " i i i ; ; " i i iu; i r i t . ;  i ;c ture on yard tand-scaping'  His thesis:  Gardei  f re.  i ror  pIg! ' lem5 by knowing the answersor where to oet the answers.  Ph;;  e +i ' t -4z}s,  

-1r , . - f i .nnepi  
n county Agr i  -cul tural  Ext6nsion:oi i i i . ; -of  ,  -9€t  bul let ins-from ir ' , .  universi ty ,  373-16.15;or,  check your te l  ephone book -  f6.  o in.r-p1 a. .s .  
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OVER THE FENCE FROI' I  FLORI DA

I am sure many of  you have been to F' lor ida so the wonders of  the state are
not new to you. Most homes have poor landscaping as nost of  i t  burns out
in the summer.  However,  qui te a few homes have some and I  can' t  get  over
seeing scheff leras l2 feet  ta l l  and used as landscape shrubs. Another
conmon plant in a lot  of  yards is the croton. I  have seen i t  in a ' l  1 colors
and up to 5 f  eet  h igh. I t  real ' ly  is  d i f  ferent to see what we ca' l l  house
plants growing in people 's yards.  Another th ing I  not ice is the total  lack
of common deciduous trees. I t 's  funny not to see e' lm, map' le and oak which
are so common to us.

I  d idnrt  wr i te my art ic le
ran out of  t ime. Now that
energy to do i t .

Keepi  ng
(wh i  ch
up.

for the SPRAY before leaving on vacat ion as I
I  am on vacat ion,  I  f ind i t  hard to get up the

\

in mind that th is was wri t ten on March 12 the fol lowing cartoon
has been copied from a postcard by my daughter)  pret ty wel l  sums i t

In case the reproduct ion is a bi t  poor,  the cartoon says'  "Hi !  | , le ' re hav-
ing fun shovel ing in Flor ida!  h lhat are you doing?: '

Got to run now, dinner is ready. Fish we caught th is morning, corn on the
cob, v i  ne r i  pened tomatoes and strawberr i  es for  dessert .

See iou in Apr i1. . . . . . .maybe.
--Bob Gage

NEhl ADDRESS and PHONE

Fl oyd C. Ashl  ey 835-7943
7500 York Av. S. #844

Edi na 55435

Laurence l . l .  Corbett
2950 Dean Parkway #803

Mpls.  554'16

CQMPQST FRSM LEAF. RECYCLING CENTERS may be available before the l ' lay SPMY comes out.
the announcement'
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GARDENTNG ON THE DECK
-Phi l  Smith-

Deck or pat io gardening is somewhat s imi lar  to the use
of houseplants in thetp5tent ia l  ef fect  on one's home environment.
The addi t ion of  container-grown plants to a deck or pat io can
completely change the appearance or character of the outdoor
l iv ing area.

My lake home has several  open decks, and I  have used
pot plants there for  several  years.  In addi t ion,  I  moved to
a townhouse in Go1den Val ley a couple of  years ago and this c i ty
home.:has seve::aI ,decks. but only one is open above or uncovered.
In townhouse l iv ing l i t t le can be done to change the exter ior
appearance or landscape for a s ingle uni t  ( the overal l  appearance
of the complex being control led),  but  a considerable amount of
gardening can be enjoyed on a deck space to vary the indiv idual
character or charm of one's own property.

The fol lowing points note some of the thoughts and ideas
I have developed over several  years of  growing plants in containers.
There is of  course much room for var iat ion and design of  a pat io
or deck garden, just  as in the layout and arrangement of  gardens
and plant ing in the out ly ing yard.

Containers

There are many i tems avai lable for  container usage.
Planter boxes of  wood or masonry are of ten used, ds are the t radi-
t ional  long f lower boxes and al l  types of  pots.  An important
point  is  s ize,  the larger the better,  because of  the water ing
problem. However,  v i r tual ly any type of  large container which
wi l l  hold soi l  can be used i f  i t  f i ts  the character of  the sur-
roundings. Interest ing plant ings can be made using wood tubs
or hal f  barrelsr  dS wel l  as var ious s izes and shapes of  chimney
f lue t i les or drainage t i les stood on end r  or  even concrete blocks
in larger s izes.  Ordinary c lay f lower pots in the larger s izes
(12" to 20*) and with matching saucers make very nice containers,

but they should usual ly be l ined with plast ic ( t rash bags wi l - I
do) because they dry out quickly.

Plast ic hanging pots can be hung in var ious groupings
from a side waII  or  even from posts,  and the newer hal f -c i rcular
plast ic pots look nice also on a s ide wal l  or  fence. Decks
often are constructed with a s ide barr ier  or  ra i l ing,  and these
wi l l  usual ly hold a long and narrow planter box, preferably made
of cedar or redwood. Many nice ground boxes may also be made
from two-inch lumber, and sunset publishes a good book on patio
gardens and decks with numerous designs.
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Arrangement

The grouping of containers on the deck or patio wil l ,
of  courservary wi th the construct ion or design of  thg structure
and the pdrsonal  ideas of  the owner.  However,  containers gener-
al ly look best in uneven groupirgs rather than l ined up in a row
or placed singly.

One might t ry a Fal I  p lant  (pat io rose, t ree geranium
or upr ight  houseplant)  in a corner,  wi th smal ler  pots of  uneven
heights placed in f ront .  Or,  consider an arrangement of  var ious
heights and sizes of  f lue t i Ies,  which are avai lable at  br i -ck
suppl iers.  These can be cut by scor ing wi th a masonry blade in
a c i rcular saw and then cracked with a chisel .  I f  they are going
to be moved, a bottom should be made by f i t t ing a piece of wood
insid.e or pour ing in a couple inches of  concrete.

When placing hanging pots or hal f  pots on a wal l  or
fence, i t  is  general ly best to arrange them in uneven groupings,
such as three, f ive or seven containers at  uneven spacings,
depending on the plants to be used.

Soi l

Care shor: ld hre taken in rnix ing a good pott lng sor l
s imi lar  to that  which one would use for house plants.  I  use
3/5 to 2/3 of  good garden soi l ,  l ightened with 2/5 to I /3 of
sand or per l i te and peat moss or vermicul i te,  and usual ly some
slow-release fert i l izer.  One can of ten use the same soi l  for
many years i f  a l iquid fer t i l j -zer is used in subsequent years.
Simply break up last  year 's roots wi th a t rowel and replant.
I have used the same soil  in a container for as long as f ive
years

I t  is  a good idea to place some coarse gravel  or  rock
in the container bottom to provide drainage. In larger pots
which stand in saucers,  I  use about three inches of  3/4" rock.

Water ing

This is probably the most di f f icul t  part  of  contair ier
gardening. In our c l imate,  decks are of ten located to take
advantage of the sun, and are therefore hot and dry. Watering
is of ten a dai ly chore,  somet imes even twice dai Iy.  One should
therefore plan for moisture retent ion.  Choice of  containers is
important, the larger the better. Use of a soi l  mixture with good
humus content wil l  helpr Ers wil l  mulching the containers (crushed
rock or f lat  stones work wel l ) .  Plast ic pots do not dry out
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near ly so fast
plast ic f i lm.
plast ic tubing
water ing.

as c lay pots,  and the lat ter
I have seen a drip irr igation
which worked well on a patio

can be l ined with
syst.em made with

and eLiminated hand

Choice Of Plants

A11 of the conmon annuals grown in Minnesota work well
in containers,  p lus some perennials.  House plants may also be
used ef fect ively,  and of ten house plants may be moved direct ly
outdoors wi thout repott ing.

Annuals which I have found useful in container garden-
ing include petunias,  pansies,  a lyssium, ageratum' dwarf  z innias
and snapdragons, the shorter dahl ias,  Iobel ia,  begonias,  salv ia,
coleus, impat iens,  and geraniums. Some of these of  course
require shade. I  have used the shorter l i l ies in pots,  as wel l
as perennial  sedums. Several  other perennials could undoubtedly
be used, al though al l  perennial  p lants need to be covered wel l
wi th straw or the ent i re pot bur ied for winter.  The lat ter
technique is necessary also wi th pat io roses in pots.  Mums make
nice pot plants also.

Manlz vegetables of the smaller variet ies may be grown
j.n containers qui te successfui ly,  inciuding tomatoes'  sguasn,
cucumbers and let tuce. I  have also.seen.carrots and beets grown
quite we;. i- in pots

fherd are in essence few plants unsui table for  eontainer
gardening.

Storage

In the FaI l  I  prefer to cut  of f  the annuals at  soi l
Ieve1, leaving the roots for humus. The containers can be moved
to a nearby storage area or under a wide eaves to prevent moisture
entry and frost damage. Or, they may be easily covered with
plast ic t ied around the top or other covers.  Pots wi th saucers
may sometimes be covered by the inverted saucers i f  they f i t
properly. Hanging pots and smaller pots may be moved to storage,
and house plants moved inc -,, :rs for the winter after being inspected
and treated for possible pests.

In the Spr ing, i t  is  an easy matter to cul t ivate the
soi l  in the containers,  add a l i t t le fer t i l izer and replant.

Gardening on the ddck or patio can provide considerable
growing space and enjoyment for the gardener with or without
a regular garden area.
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HERE'S HOt. l  TO GET YOUI

Return to
THE GARDEN SPRAY Of MGCM, INC.
iffi, Edttor

EEN THUMB AI,JARD I
IBecause there u,as some confusion this last  year over who should receive

Green Thumb awards, the Uoara oi  d i rectors has reviewed i ts procddures
and recent ly ; ; ; ; ;u. i  in.- io i lowing t .9f 'n ique. CurTPnt ' lv '  the c lub
secretary reep'r ' tn.- . . iords-uno tuins them'over to t l re Green Thumb chair-
man. The cnani . i " io.- in.  iutu". ,  basical ly are s impl i f icat ions'

To qual i fy for  the perfegt.  at tendance award, You must have at tended al l
twelve meet ingr- ; i  ih.  i tuU- dr i i tg th9 catenAlr  year '  There are no make-
r ip meet ings ui-oi t ' . "  c lubs.  

-Att  
iq l  have to do is to be there'  I f  you

have made a reservat ion anl  oyt  a"ginlgr or tour t icketr .  Y9Y.* iJ l  be
counted. I f  ; ; ; ' ; ; ; ; - ino ion; i  tat ,  i t  is  voul  lesponsibi l i tv  to te l l
the secretary or t reasure"- io iu i  you 99nn is being in at tendance'  At
the f lower snoi :  i ; ; - ; ia;pl ; ;  be tyfS that someone sets vou down on an
attendance l is t .  The basj . -"r f .  * i f i  U.  that  i f  you puy your meal t icket '
you are counted.
, ,14e wi l l  s tand with what was done in . l978",  

!ays.  President Bob Gage'
u,hi le someon.-* ighi  i i iu.  U..n given credi t ,  mistakenly,  we cannot t ry to
change i t  now. i ; ' -5o,  f . l fo i i l  6.  iut .  the secretary or t reasurer knows
Vou i t .  there i  f  you haven' t  bought a t i  cket '  

- -Bi  I ' l  Hul  I

INN0VATIoN: Consumer pub] icat ions of  a i1 types are contr ibut ing moreland, more-to the ' r*r

sarAenins trend. 
- iaitbi iat suppoit- ior sqitEli .n ngi 9io11n bv ieaps a'nd bounds' ;"

Family c i rc le Magazine has gon. on" step' fur ther l  Their  March' l3th issue inc]uded a^ ' - ' i1
gi f t  packet of  | i#;h[p" i in; ; ; -* tD cHERiry tomato seed. The speeial  g i ' f t  packet of  "r '

cherry tomatoes wai uoirno i;to i l ; i .r i iv i i icie Eaitorlal bv'attachirt 'g it to a card "'{r ' ' !

that  . included instruct ions,  " to"Eisy-g"o* ing Tips f rom Tomato Experts",  for  start ing
the seed.

5315 Portland Avenue
fqlnneapol ls,  Mlnnesota 554]-7
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Vf""-Presldent:  ARCHIE CAPLE
ir ; i : - i5 Ave'  s '  Rlchl le ld,  55423
Secretari: RICIIARD G. VICTOR
43iB Metbalf Dr. r -F g-"tr^2?1,22
fi6asurer: CHARLES H. ROBBINS
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