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MAY MEETING I

Date: Tuesday, May 7
FPlace: Parking Area
(See map)
Theodore Wirth Park
Time: [:30 F.M.
. PROGRAM
Officers - . Directors
G. G. o 4:30 P.M. Conducted tours of the .
PG veTney, dont Eloise Putler Wild Flant Archie Flack
R . _ rresiden Preserve and Upland 7ild ,
Walter llenzel Plant Preserve Herbert Kahlert
Vice=President
Jim CrlStfan 6:00 Picnic supper provided Harold Kaufmann
Secretary
Herola Ne%iggsurer 6:45 Talk by Curator, lirs. Ed Hontgomery
' Crone
Fred Fzul
700 Talk by Clinton 0dell
7:05 "rlustg" for May
7125 Auction. 3Aring your sur-

plus 2lants. 01lbs, sced-
lirgs, ete.

\i,hop & Janes, Auction-
e3rs (unlicensed).

the meeting will be postponed until
the following day.

i
|
NOTL: In event of inclement weathar; !
|
]

APRIL ROLL CALL

The roll call for the April 9th reeting showed that fifty me mbers were present
and accounted for. We missed sowe of our old timers, such as the Addys, Dunas,
Bishop, Edlund, Mann, Radecky, Luxton, Titus, Zuist, ete. It was the loss of
the absentces if they missed this stimulatineg. constrichive and intervoshine



THE ROSARIANS MEET

Thirty-two members of the Garden Club
met at a special meeting on April 15th
for members interested in the growing
of roses. Charlie Doell presided and
gave an interesting summary of rossz-
growing in Minnesota. He brought out
the point that Minnesota is not an id-
eal rose-growing spot and that we must
be choosy on the varieties to grow in
this section of the country.

This was the object of a questionnaire
which was distributed to the members,
and another questionnaire will be pre-
sent# in the Fall when they will re-
port their expericnces with roses so
the results can be tabulated and given
as "Proof of the Pudding" for Minnea-
polis.

Charlie brought out that there is no
necessity for a dormant secason in the
gPowing. of roses. The reason that ros-
.es-J8% down on their growing during the
summer months is lack of water for they
need large amounts in the heat of sum-
mer.

Rose culture means keeping the growth
going luxuriantly all during the period
from June to frost and the three cs-
sentials are spraying, dustlnb and wat-
er-soaking.

Black dust is the worst discase of roses

and Fermate is the best thing on the
market to retard it.

Let us grow roses as well as we can and
keep a record so as %o get enough in-
formation from the statistical data to
serve as a guide for future experiments
and selcction of types of roses to grow.

You have to make up your mind that you
can't have quality and profusion of
bloom. If you want largce, long-stemmed
blooms, you will have to disbud and go
severe on pruning.

It is best to have fewer varieties and
morc of ¢och kind and experiment on
pruning, feeding, etc. So as to see whal
method of handling gets the best resulte

A discussion was held on the advisabili.

ty of buying potted roses. Onc crgument
against this was that the roots scem to

be cramped and that dormant plants secm
better and livc longer.

Bill Holmberg felt that age favored the
potted roeges; Cristman that his potted
roses gave larger blooms. Menzel's ex-
perience with dormant roses was that
they resulted in poor growth, while his
best roses came from those that were
potted and thus did not winter-kill so
casily.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Guestion: Docs a dahlia prodyce as many
roots. from plants as fgym roots?
inswer: Yes.® ¥

Qgpstion: Is it too carly to plant sweet
o

rsas?

Answer: No.

Question: How do you prepare poppies for
a flower show?

Answer: Put stems in boiling water for 20

minutes and they will last in perfect

LY L L A e lee_n B YRR,

Answer: A half peund te a gallon of wate
Question: Do you reecommend Zotox for erc
graas?

Answer: The same thing is arsenious ox-
ide which can be bought in a drugstore.

Question: What do you know about sodium
selinatc?

Answer: Not much work has bcen done on
it, It is dangerous to get into the sy:
tem, however.
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Bill Swoin gives names and facts

“Bacn or my readers no doubt has his own pet varieties thet have given him pleas-
ure both in growing and eating. The recommendations to be made in this acrticle
ere based on personal experience with the various varieties, except som= of this
year's trials which are based on contact with Harold Pederson, our County agent,
Dr. Hutchins of the University Farm School, and various growsrs. Varieties are
chosen for their quality os show specimens, table guality cither fresh, canncd
or frozen, and their resistance to infcction.

Asparagus - Martha Washington is still the favorite in this vegetable and ul?llj
resistant to rust.

Bush Wax Bean - Pencil Pod Black ‘Vax.

ig:i:g is < good early bean but not suitable for canning 2s it has black beans
viinh dissolor the fruit when canncd. Tendergrecn and Stringless Grecn are both
Tery good fresh, canncd or frozen.

2ush Creen Bean - Tendergreen and Stringlcss Green bean are the best. Black Val-

3.5 Lima - Clark's is better than Henderson's beecuss it stays grocn longer, niv-

1rz iore latitude in picking. If the Henderson is not picked when ready, it be-
a8 ccmes dry cnd ripens, while the Clark's remains green after maturity. This yeor

T am trying Thorogreen, but from the seed it looks exactly like Clark's. 4ll of

these are the small bean type such as you find when buying frozen or canned limes.

Fole Lima - No experience but trying King of the Garden.

Pcle Green Bean - Kentucky Wondcr good but of streng bean flavor. EFotomac is the
new American award. I grew pole beans only once but prefer the bush typc.

Beets - Asgrow Canner is one which I have grown for three yeors ¢nd taken first

place that many t imes at the lMinneapolis Garden Fair. Its color is deeper than

Detroit Dark Red, another of my iovorites. The quality of Crosby, Early BEgyptizn
and Early Wonder is not equal to thc cbove two varieties.

Broccoli - Italian Green Sprouting is the beet of three variceties tried.

Brussels Sprouts - Long Island Improvcd is the only one I've tried. It is good.

Cabbage (red) - Jisconsin Red Hollander is yellow rcsistant and has taken prizes

Cabbage (early) - Golden sicre and Copenhagen Merket are my favorites for early
cwbbage, but Danish Ba;;hfad is the best for mnin crop. Marion Market is of zood
guality and I recommend it if you er¢ late in seeding for fall crop. avoy, the
crinkled leaf type, is late but worth every effort. It is supcrb for slaw.

- Chinese Cabbage - No previous expcrience but trying Fong Bok and Chihili this year.

A11 erucifers, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage and cauliflower cun te seeded
Pomm Armmil 1E +£A Tima 1 Aand +mancenlantsd +a odive A 2and TH11 cren 7hich is bheti-



Cauliflower - Any of the Snowball varieties is good. The quality of crop depends
on the weather at time of maturity, the amount of leaves and the care in tying.
Tie leaves when bud is 3" or less., If the weather is hot, harvest when head is
4*. In cool weather you can get a 6" or 8' head before separation. I usually
pick heads at about 4, which insures best quality. Trying White Mountain this
year; this freezes well.

Purple Cauliflower - really broccoli, very mild. ihen cooked it turns green.
Celtuce - Tried last year but hot weather got it even though transplanted in shadc

Celriac - Tried Large Enfurt which is smoother than Prague Giant but had poor
yield on sandy soil. Trying plants this year of both varieties.

Corn - Any of the 8-row open pollinated will give™ good quallty for table and freez.
ing on the cob. Early Golden Sweet, 3% to 4' tall, 70 days; Golden Bantam Stand-
ard, best of them all, is 5 to 5 feet tall, matures in about 83 days. Extra
Early Golden Bantam, 43 to 5 feet tall, matures in about 76 days. If you have
only a small space, mix a little of each and have a longer picking pcriod. Flant
not less than two rows and to insure full ears, rub your hand over tassel when in
full pollen, preferably with a fuzzy glove, and rub into the silk of the ear. In
a day or two when the silk is dry, cut silk with shears and dust with Rotenone;

or mix with mineral oil and squirt several drops into the cut. This will kecep out
corn worm.

As a main crop of sweet corn I've tried variocus types of 10- to lb-rowed variet-
ies such as King's Cross, Golden Cross Bantam, Kanner's King, Country Gentleman
and Stowell's Evergreen. The last two are usually too late for our scason and
none has met all requirements like Kanner's King. It is tops and took a first
at the Garden Fair last year. Excellent quality either on or off the cob.

Cucumber - A & C. which is much like Colorado, is an All-American and is resistant
to mosaic. Minchu is excellent for the small garden. It has a shorter fruit

than other varieties but is just as thick. It pollinates well because it does not
grow more than 3 feet from the hill and resists mosaic better than 4 & C or Col-
orado. I have tried National Pickling, Early #White Spine, Longfellow, Long Green
and Straight Eight, nonc of which equals Colorado or iiinchu.

Eggplant - Black Beauty is the only one I've tried.

Endive - Green Curled in 1944 was good from sarly outdoor seeding but not so gocd
in 1945 even though shade grown. This year 1 have plants of both Green Curled
and Buvarlﬂn Full Heart and by transplanting I hope .to get a good early crop.

M.

This is a good saled vegetable and is excellent for wilting with hot mayonnaisc.

waie - Dwarf Curled tried only once. Looks nice in the garden and as garnish but
cacre are other vegetables my family prefers.

Lohlrabi - Either white or purple if you like it.

Leaf Lettuce - Grand Rapids is the favorite above Black Sceded Simpson, Cos and
Oak Legaf. If you want the kind you see in the stores, you must transplant your
scedlings twice. Thinning will not produce larce leaves. Breaking the tap root
is the secret. Plants are obtainable for eariv eron.




plantings, even though shade-grown, developed heads which never went past the
transplanting despite applications of starter solutions. This year I set out
plants of Imperial #847 on April 15 and anticipate a fair crop.

Leek - London Flag or American Flag. Both, even though heavily fed, did not get
as large as they should. Must be started in April. Best if set out as plants.

Muskmelon - Tried Hale's Best without success.

Watermelon - Tried Northern Sweet without success.

Mustard - Giant Curled and Tendergreen, both cxcellent early crop for salad and
cooked green like spinach or mixed with spinach or other cooked greens. Does
not can or freeze well.

Okra - Tried Mammoth Long Pod and have seen Dwarf Green Velvet in Harold Kauf-
mann's garden and saw it take a first prize at the 1945 Garden Fair. A very or-
namental plant, nice blossoms and foliage. :

nions (seeded) - Southport Yellow Globe and Danver's Yellow Globe vary in size
but keep well, seldom get over one inch. Must be sceded early in April. Onions
(ssts) - Sets of thc above varieties will produce larger onions than from secd
but do not keep as well. VYellow and red onions are more easily grown and cured
to quality than the white. Exposure to the sun will cause vhite onions to be-
come slightly green, which reduces their quality. Onions (Bermudas) - Either
white or yellow are gratifying to grow but like Spanish onions do not keep well
past Christmas. Onions (multipliers) - Try them for green onions. They are of
top quality as small green onions for relish or salad. They do not develop mat-
ure onions. Use as an intercrop. '

The culture of onions is very important and most gardeners do not do the right
things. Onions requirc lots of nitrogen and water and should not be planted deep.
Seeded onions must be thinned before they drop the seed shell. If you seed with
the idea of thinning by pullinz green onions, you cannot expect large maturc
onions. Disturbing the roots stops or retards their growth. Set onions arc grown
by running 2 hoc under the bulbs when they are of proper size. Do not hoe dirt

up on the bull which is suppesead to develop above the ground.

Peas - Smooth seedec. Llrokes are the carlicst of all peas and grow from 2% to 4
fecus high, I do nov arow an; of the other iater smooth seecded peas because their
qualiv; is not agunl to the wrinkled verietles. I tried Alderman, but the quality
was poor. The llatka is gooa only tocouse 1t is table quality and a good canner.

It Zoes not Jrecre weul, but bears hesvily. Wrinkled - I have tried Dwarf 1 T Tele-
oonng, Glapt g%;{_gz He mgg;_glupt~;gJﬁul, Thours Laxton and Laxton Progress and
1w Phe Lubler th rive ths Vest guality tor table, canning and freezing. The
Thomas Larton is aleo cxeclleat but his higher vines and must be supported, while
“he Lartor Preogress iz lower and lerds isalf to intereropping with corn, cucum-
Pl tom tocs, cahbage, ceic. It is a 62-day crop and is out before any of the
cohers mentione? are a foot high. Plart April 15 or sooner if you can in double
1ows 5 apart and drop sced 6 to 8 to the *cot Intercsting but not worth the
fpace wrs the Zaibie Pod Mammoth, Melting Bvgar end Mammoth Luscious Sugar unless
Jow bave lets of room and can support 6 foon vines, They neither freeczc nor can.

This vear I am trying Glacier, which is reportcd a wilt-resisting strain of Thom-



Peppers - Calwonder is the best in this elimate. It has a thick, heavy meat.
Bullnose is earlier than Calwonder but is of poor quality with thin meat.

Pimiento - Sunnybrook is a highly recommended variety by a St. Pcul market grow-
cr for this climate.

Pumpkin - Sugar Pie and Winter Luxury, both small fruited of fair quality. I've
tried Connecticut Field but never had a mature fruit. This year I'm trying Caey-
enne, which is ideal for small gardens as it does not grow over 4 fect from hill.

Potatoes ~ Swect. Do not maturc in our climate but have very ornamcntal foliage.
Must be set out as plants. pPotatocs - i7hitc or Irish. Chippewa, Sebego and Se-
guoia are only fair kcepers but do well in almost any soil. I have tried Grecn
Mountain and Triumph which arc supposcd to do well in light soil but had poor re-
sults. Warbe and Katahdin do best in muck and peat as does the Irish Cobbler.
Green Mountain rcquircs light soil, and Early Ohio docs wcll in almost any 3soil.
My favorites are Chippewa, Sebego and Sequoéia, which arc highly resistant to blig

Radish - Thite Icicle and Firecracker beat bccause they stand longer without ges-
ting pithy and strong. Others:thich arc good are Scarlet Globe, Crimson Giant,
Scarlet Turnip and French Breakfast. Thia year I am trying Early Red Rebin, a 16
day Scarlct Globe. Intercrop all radishes. Do not waste space with them.

Spinach - Bloomsdalc Long Standing is good for table and freezing but not as blig
resistant as Virginia Blight Resistant. Try Tendcergreen Mustard-Spinach for table
if you like grecens. Spinach can be used as an intercrop with beans, cabbage, ete
as it is out beforc you plant beans z2nd can be worked +l.ile cabbage is still smal
Flant any time in April. It is a L5-day erop. New Zcaland is a zood green but
not recally a spinach. It is all right as a summer crop but gcrminate very slowly
Pick only the leaves.

Swiss Chard - Lucullus better cating than Fordhook Giant or Rhubard. I like beet
tops better than tho rhubard cherd which does not freeze ell.

Squash - Hubbard Chicago Warted, Teblc Jueen and Marmoth Table Quecn arc the only
squash I have tried. This year I'm tryinz Buttercup, Green Gold and Butternut.
Although I have ncver eaten or grown them, I find /hite Bush Scallop, Straight
Neck and Zucchini among the favorite summer squash.

Tomatoss - I have grown Marglobe, Viectory, Bounty, Bison, Bonny Best, John Baer,
Fincsteel, Kondine Snecial, Pritchord, Stokesdale, Jubilee aond Red Cherry. Though
I have never tried it, I find Valiant the earliest to market. For midseason crop
I will plant Stokesdzle and e few Burpce's Hybrid, and for the main crep, I think
qutgors is tops. A check of 1944 seed sales in tlie U.S. revealed that 805 of the
total tonnage of temato seed sold was Rutgers. Jubilee will also find 2 place in
my garden., It is 2 good selad tomato and an cxcellent canner and juicer.

farliana, John Baer, Bonny Best and Bachman's Special as early tomatoes have gond
records and will bear fruit tarough to frost aos they have good foliage, but like
all early tomatoes, fheir color is oftcn only fair. Bison, Vietory, Bounty and
Finestecl are 2ll good early tomatoes for semi-shaded locations and were developed
for cool summers. Like other carly varieties, however, the color is always qucst-
ionable. Avoid Dunrf Ghamnian. Ovhaenrt. PandAecrnsn ~nd Rernfatenl Thistr ara vert



CONTROL OF WEEDS WITH 2,4-D

A. H, Larson of the University of Minnesota, was kind enough to come over and
give us a talk on the timely subjeet of controlling weeda with the chemical
preparation, 2,4-D. The talk was scholarly, intcresting and yet simply tolad
and your correspondent hopes that he was alert enough to follow Dr. Larson's
beautiful presentation of his intercesting subject.

The plant is a machine and if certain things are offered to it, it makes some-
thing out of it. For instance, sugar and starch become canned sunlight to the
plant itself. We regulate plants by offering them stimuleting substances; thus
vitamins zre regulators which influence action of growth to a certain degrce.

The object of the use of such preparations as Rootone is to get biggor and bet-
ter plants. Such growth is accomplished by hastening c¢ell division and changed
units of inheritance. By changing thc number of chromoscomes, we create "sports®,

Plant regulators or "hormones" are uscd to give enough to the plant to *throw

it out of gear", and thce plant thus becomes a "spendthrift® and a bigger and
better plant. This is really the principle, odd as it may scem, of destroying
wesde, nnd the most useful chemical combination for this purpose is 2,4-D. It
ie insolahle in water and is usually mixed with a high melting water-soluble sax
fer vse. Zolfium salts of 2,4-D cre soluble in water as well as in other forms
of colvvicu.

This i5 how it works: A minute amount - one part to 1,000 parts of water - is
ernduch o handle an acre of land. It volatizes and enters the plant. It gets
into vhe olant and causes the starch to disappear and the sugar t ¢ inercasc, and
5¢ the olants grow rapidly. In a week the sugar goes dowm, thc plant gets pale
because the chlorophyll is lesscned by losing ita capacity for developrient, and
the piant graduclly dies.

2,4-D is not poisonous and cxperiments in which it was given livestock to drink
have shown no harm to the animals.

It is applied to the leaves and coarried throughout all parts of the plant to the
roots so that the plant dies all at once. It works best on "up-and-dovn® plants
and not on plants that 1lie side-to-side like the Conadian thistle. Not all
plants are affected by it. No one knows why ¢xcept the Creoter, and he probably
won't tell us.

Grasses are not =2ffected by 2,4-D if it does not reach the roots, bt it surely
docs the work on dandelions, plantain, etc. It does not affect crabarass or
some of the dogwood plants.

2,4-D comes in a liquid, dust or salt soluble in water. It has a great future
on the farm for eliminating weeds for its cost per usc is about $3 per acre.

It is not good on fields that arc to be used for potatoes or sugar beets. Lpply
when the temperaturc is between 60 and 70 degrecs.

It is also good to eliminate chickweed, hecalall and ground ivy., It is hoped
that it will destroy the pollen of crabgrass.

R PR Y ‘e -



PREPARATION OF FLOWERS FOR SHOW

Bill Holmberg

Spraying and watering are two essentials for exhibition blooms.

YOU CAN'T HAVE QUALITY AND QUANTITY.

Disbud delphinium and gladioli if you

to one good bloom.

want exhibition blooms and thin them

If you get one good bloom from a dahlia plant for a show, that is okay. In
miniature dahlias, you do not show for size, and the smaller they are the

better if the blooms are perfect.

Take off the two side buds unless the

side stem is longer, but "there again it's a matter of opinion".

I use wire cages - made out of 18" chicken wire - with an 18" ring covered

with a c¢loth top.

Put this around the preferrc¢d plant and expected bloom.

I make a triangle of three stakes and tie a cloth heavier than cheesecloth

around the lower stem of the plant,

I go further and put a canvas cover

with snap-on clothespins which keep out the wind and rain.

This was all right for the beginning, but now I figure that it isn't worth
taking any chance with the entirec plant so that I have 6-foot hoops of wire
to protect the entire plant and thus plan to get two, threc or four exhibit-

ion blooms.
of rain.
rain and bugs.
classes and runner-up of 28 points.

A good wife is needed for putting on the canvas cover in case
The object of all this fuss is to protect the blooms from wind,
The rcsults are shown in the winning of 78 points in first

To make show peonies, put up a five foot pipe with an elbow next to tac plant
and cover it with an awning in case of rain becausec unless you do this, your
prize beauty is going to look likc "z bunch of mops" instead of perfection

in bloom. :

Disbranch and disbud to get cffcets and go to the experts in our club for

advice in gotting ready to s how your blooms at a flower show.

Cut the

flowers the night beforc the show at sundown.

OUR VICTORY GARDEN PLANS 1946

BEDDING PLANTS AND ARRANGEMENTS

4 whole issue could be devoted to the work Gregory Lucking was the ideal man, thru

Bill Swain is doing for the city at large

his position as Park Board horticulturist,

in stimulating interest in growing of vege-to give us a talk on this intcresting

tables for 1946. We are devoting a good

portion of this issue to Bill because he

gives us such a finc presentation of the

right vegetables to grow in the Minneapo-
lis area and the results that he seccured

with them.

He is a great hobbyist on stimulating
children's gardens and he has donc much
throughout the city as & whole as well as

subject about which most of us know very
little. :

In the modern trend, flower beds have dis-
appeared to inconspicuous places in the
garden, which has been a ruling of the
landscape architect profession. In other
words, gardens are to be seen and not
heard and the dominant picture of any
landscaping is a beautiful green lawn



